[image: image1.png]
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October 11, 2012

The Honorable Mark R. Warner

United States Senate

919 E. Main Street
Suite 630
Richmond, VA 23219

Dear Senator Warner,

On behalf of Albemarle County Public Schools, the School Board urges your strong support to rescind the Budget Control Act’s provisions for sequestration before the scheduled effective date January 2, 2013. Your immediate intervention is urgently needed in order to develop a plan that protects national priorities – including a reversal of the deep cuts to education that are projected to exceed 8% of the current Fiscal Year 2012 funding. 

All elementary and secondary education programs could be affected by a total reduction of more than $4 billion if Congress does not adopt a balanced deficit reduction plan in lieu of the $1.2 trillion in across-the-board cuts that are slated to occur through sequestration. Critical programs such as Title I grants for disadvantaged students would be cut by an estimated $1.2 billion; and, special education grants under the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act would be reduced by an estimated $900 million. Please cancel the scheduled across-the-board cuts to education programs. These cuts would affect Albemarle County Public Schools and our students.  
Our school division has already implemented many cuts due to federal, state, and local budget conditions. Any further cuts will result in larger class sizes, narrowing of the curriculum, possible four-day school weeks, loss of extracurricular activities, and teacher and staff lay-offs. These cuts would exacerbate budgets that are already stretched thin and that are affected by increased operating costs, such as those for special education

Thank you for your consideration of the dramatic impact of sequestration upon Albemarle County Public Schools.

Sincerely,

Steve Koleszar, Chairman

School Board, Albemarle County Public Schools

skoleszar@k12albemarle.org
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